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2021 Term 2 

Week 2  

IMPORTANT 
DATES 

 

Year 3,5 and 7 
Naplan  

Weeks 3 & 4 
 

Junior               
Primary        

Swimming 

Week 5 

Monday 24th May 

- 

Friday 28th May 
 

Dental Clinic 

Week 9 

Monday 21st June
- 

Friday 25th June 
 

Pupil Free Days 

Term 2, Week 7 
Wednesday 9th 

June 

 

End Of Term 

Friday 2nd July 

Early Dismissal 
2:15pm 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back everyone, I hope you enjoyed the break with your families. 

Staff returned to work on Tuesday of week one, for Professional Learning about the high 
impact ways to teach writing. We were excited to work with Lyn Stone, who is well known 
both nationally and internationally, for her knowledge in teaching literacy skills. The 
learning we have done with Lyn will support us to add value to the work already done, at 
the school, in the teaching of reading and writing. 

At SPS we are committed to providing high quality learning programmes that support 
every child to learn to read—and to read well. 

Our staff are continually learning about what the research says about how children learn 
to read, how to make sure that every student learns to read and what to do when a 
student finds it difficult to learn to read. The research we are learning about is called “The 
Science of Reading.” 

As we learn more about ‘how the brain develops’ as students learn to read, we have 
changed and updated our practices to follow the research and evidence. 

Below are some of the practices that are now used in every classroom across our school.  

Phonics: We have a strong focus on teaching phonics (understanding the sounds 
and their connection to the symbols/letters of the alphabet) using an explicit and 
systematic approach. The sounds are taught in an ordered way from the simple to the 
more complex. 

Morphology: Students are explicitly taught suffixes and prefixes and the meaning 
of words. The concepts are taught in a sequence that builds from  R-7. Morphology is 
critical to developing vocabulary, reading and spelling skills. 

Phonological Awareness: This is the ability to hear, identify and manipulate 
individual sounds in words. This skill is essential to becoming a skilled reader. All 
students R-7 practice these skills daily until they are fluent. 

Building Vocabulary and Background  Knowledge: Research has shown that 
reading comprehension is closely linked to students background knowledge and 
vocabulary. All of our students are explicitly taught 5-8 new words each week. The words 
taught are connected to the texts they are reading in class and to all subject areas. 

Intervention: We do not take a “wait and see” approach if we notice your child is 
struggling with reading; we will immediately put into place interventions and monitor their 
progress. Students will remain in intervention for as long as it takes. 

YOU WON’T SEE:- The three cuing system: This is the practice of teaching children to 
guess words based on the pictures, repetitive texts or thinking of a word that would make 
sense. We do not teach children to use these strategies. Research shows they are very 
inefficient and hinder reading progress.  

We teach children to decode words– to look at every letter in words and apply their 
phonics knowledge and sound words out. Check out the Decoding Dragon on page three 
of this newsletter. Families are encouraged to use these strategies when listening to their 
child read.  

If you would like to learn more about how we teach reading and how to support your child 
come along to our Read Together parent programme. The programme is held every 
Wednesday at 2:00pm in the Family Centre. A crèche and interpreters are available at 
each session. 

Regards 

Carol Scerri 
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1/2T Mother's 
Day 

 

 

All about 

our 

Mums 
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Leanne Trimboli is an Ex-Olympian who came to visit our school 
last week on Friday. 

She showed us videos about how Olympians felt at the Olympics 
and told us about goals and how 
you can’t achieve them without 
having a plan.  

She talked to us about how she got 
into the Olympics and her 
childhood. 

When Leanne was just three, she 
saw the Olympic Games on the 
television and she told her mum 
that she wanted to do that as well. 

She spoke about the ups and 
downs in her path.  

Leanne was an Australian goalkeeper in soccer and played three 
matches for the women’s national football team, she was also a 
member of the Australian team at the summer Olympics in 2000.  

After the Assembly had finished, some classes lined up to get her 
autograph and got a close look at her uniforms and even tried 
them on! 

BY THA AND SHAZIA FROM 6/7EB  
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In 4/5N we have been learning about 
landscape art. We have been practicing 
different techniques to create landscape 

art including using cool and warm 
colours, silhouettes to represent the fore 

and middle ground, and blending to 
transition from one colour to another. We 

hope you enjoy our artwork! 
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When life gets hard, what do we do about it? Who do we talk to? And what do we say? In The 
Wellbeing Classroom we think a strong community is the answer; we love community! We love 
having friends and family around us to talk with - about the good things in life, but also the hard 
things in life. We know that if we have trusting friends around us - as part of our community - that we 
can get through even the most difficult circumstances (hello 2020!).  
 

This term in The Wellbeing Classroom we’ve been using our Kimochis (Japanese for ‘feelings’) to 
refresh our understanding of ‘The Protective Three’ and the ‘Keys to Communication.’ We know that 
if we can always remember our ‘Protective Three’ - to be Grateful (for things we already have), 
Hopeful (for what is to come in the future), and Brave 
(courageous in the present) - that we will build resilience for 
the year ahead. We can stop and think about these three 
feelings as many times as we like in a day. Even right now! 
So, let’s take a second to think about it. What are you 
grateful for? What are you hopeful for? And what do you 
need to be brave for? It can be a little hard to begin with. 
But it gets easier the more you do it! It’s also contagious 
(but in a good way, it doesn’t require hand sanitizer!). 
 

We’re also refreshing our ‘Keys to Communication.’ We 
know communication can be hard sometimes! We all have 
different ways of expressing how we feel. We’re learning 
that even if we’re having some big feelings, if we remember our Keys, we’ll be able to communicate 
better with those around us. And this helps with all of our relationships! With our friends, our family, 
our classmates, and our teachers. It also helps us build resilience. It helps us understand ourselves 
and those around us better. And it helps us build a stronger community.  
 

We’re excited about the year ahead as we continue to learn how we can help ourselves - and those 
around us - to aim high, and be the best community we can be.  

 

 

 

 

John Day, Schools Ministry Group  

We were lucky enough to have 
Huggtopus, Cat and Bug Visit us at the 

end of Term 1! 
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